
108  HEREFORD BREED JOURNAL 2009

Keen to acquire a bull to give his new herd the 
best possible start, he says: ªI did not want a good 
bull; I wanted a great bull.º 

It was with this intent that he paid the top price 
on the day, the Club's equal record of 3,800gns, 
and came home with the two year old son of 
Bor Tona, Graceland 1 Colin, bred by Society 
president, Robin Irvine.

ªThe bull was just jumping out of his skin ± he was 
as good a Hereford as I have seen,º says James, 
who had until recently kept ̀ ordinary commercial 
Charolais' on his farm near Portadown.

As a businessman (he imports Esprit clothing) and 
commercial apple grower (producing Bramleys 
for Marks and Spencer) James believes he has hit 
upon a breed with a great commercial future.

ªThis breed has been highly overlooked for 
years,º he says, ªbut forward-thinking suckler men 
are starting to think again. They are looking for 
better margins from their beef and they will need 
quality Herefords with length, conformation and 
bone.º

Also citing the breed's ease of calving, its fertility, 
good mothering ability and natural ability to 
forage, he feels con®dent that his stock will ®nd 
a good market.

ªWe will start by building up numbers with the 
hope of selling breeding stock in the future,º he 
says.

Investing in a Breed with a 
ªgreat commercial futureº

Already off to a ¯ying start, the young bull took 
the breed championship at Omagh Show and 
the reserve supreme breed championship at the 
Royal Ulster Agricultural Society's Balmoral Show 
last summer. The overall result was that he took 
the province's reserve Bull of the Year for 2008 
± and all of this, long before he reached his third 
birthday!

 

 

James Graham 
was fairly 
new to the 
Hereford 
breed when 
he attended 
the Northern 
Ireland 
Hereford Club 
Show and Sale 
in January 
2008.


