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Origin and brief history of the Hereford Breed

The Hereford is one of the UK'’s oldest native beef breeds, originating in the
County of Herefordshire in the mid 1700’s, later spreading to most parts of the
UK and the rest of the world. Over the Centuries the breed has evolved through
various initiatives implemented by its Society, underpinned by an extensive
knowledge of the breed and supreme stockmanship.

The Hereford Cattle Society was founded under the patronage of Queen Victoria
in 1878. The Herd Book was opened in 1846 and since 1886 has been closed to
any animal whose sire or dam had not previously been recorded, so for over 120
years, the purity of the breed has remained intact.

More than five million pedigree Herefords now exist in over 50 countries. The
Hereford export trade began in 1817 spreading across the United States and
Canada through Mexico to the great beef-raising countries of South America.
Today, Herefords dominate the world scene from Australasia to the Russian
steppes. Herefords can be found in Israel, Japan and throughout continental
Europe and Scandinavia.

Herefords in deep snow,
Argentina

Due to the growth of the Breed overseas and the formation of Hereford Cattle
Societies in many countries, a World Hereford Council was set up in 1951 to deal
with matters of mutual interest to pedigree Hereford breeders globally.

Herefords grazing the vast prairies
of North America




“HEREFORD bulls sire stock that finish faster to leave more money
on the bottom line”, says suckler herd owner James Kissick .
“Because we want cattle to keep the Kissicks, not the other way
round, we switched to Herefords from continental bulls”.

“When it comes to working with the Hereford again after using

continentals, one soon sees why this breed is so popular in big beef
countries. “The Hereford bull and his crossbred progeny have the
temperament that makes working with cattle a pleasure and a great
deal safer”, James added.

“Putting a native breed with size
and thrive back onto crossbred con-
tinental cows really clicked for us.
Not only are Hereford sired calves

finishing to grade as well as those
from continental sires, but they go

to the plant with far less cost
against them”.
Mr Graham Kissick
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Herefords Back in the Spotlight!

The number of pedigree Hereford herds has nearly trebled in the past seven years. So why
are farmers choosing the Hereford breed...?

Farmers are turning to the Hereford breed because of its low maintenance, a theory confirmed
by research at the University of New England in Armidale, New South Wales, Australia.

This research was repeated thousands of miles away — in Canada. A report by The North
American Journal of Science proved Herefords to have the lowest Net Food Intake of Britain’s
Native Beef Breeds.

Herefords also have the genetic potential to improve a herd’s feed utilisation. Simply, Hereford
sired progeny consume significantly less feed daily, without sacrificing growth or gain.

These research findings above, compliment the Breed 's many well known attributes
including:-

Adaptability, Identity, Ease of Calving, Docility, Fertility, Foraging Ability, Longevity and
Quality Beef.

Shows and Events 2012

Classes of Hereford Cattle can be seen at all major Summer Shows around the UK;
including the Royal Highland, Royal Welsh and Royal Ulster at Bal moral .

Hereford Cattle Society will also be taking a Breed stand at;

Beef Expo 2012 , Malvern, 24th May.

Livestock Event 2012 incorporating the Dairy Event  , NEC, 4-5th September

Beef South West , Exeter, 8th November.

The Royal Welsh Winter Fair , Builth Wells, 26 —27th November.

Please pay us a visit and discover why selecting The Hereford makes economical sense....







Desirable Attributes of the Hereford Breed

Identity: Throughout its history the Hereford has maintained its distinctive white face and red
coat. All cross-bred Hereford cattle feature a white face, a distinct advantage for easier trace-
ability and future predictability.

Foraging Ability: Herefords are well suited to forage based diets and as grass continues to
be the cheapest form of feed, this improves financial returns. Research at Bristol University
has shown beef produced off grass has a longer shelf life & better colour, is high in the
essential fatty acid omega-3 and has a distinctive taste.

Docility: Hereford cattle are famous for their good temperament, a trait which eases manage-
ment and improves operators safety. As farms continue to cut labour, this will be an increas-
ingly important factor. Less stress during marketing also enhances beef quality.

Adaptability: Great phenotype variability means that the Hereford is an animal capable of
adapting to all types of production systems and environmental conditions. This is why Hereford
genetics have been exported to all regions of the world. Their genetics having been used
equally in pedigree herds and cross breeding programmes.

Ease of Calving: Herefords have traditionally been used in the dairy sector because of their
easy calving; resulting in an increased calf crop, viable cross-bred calves and reduced
veterinary costs.

During the past ten years finishing weights of Hereford sired progeny have increased
significantly, averaging in excess of 300kg deadweight. However calf birth weights and ease of
calving have remained constant, providing a welfare friendly environment for breeding
females.

Fertility: Herefords are prolific breeders, an important characteristic for any breed as it af-
fects profitability more than any other factor. Herefords weaning percentages are consistently
in excess of 90%. Hereford stock bulls and breeding females also have a great longevity pro-
ducing thrifty calves for many years....

Ease of management: The number of Hereford herds in the UK continues to expand at a phe-
nomenal rate for many reasons, not least because of their ease of management from ease of
calving to ease of handling.

As a native breed Herefords are well suited to new environmental schemes and qualify for a
payment of up to £70.00 per hectare in the higher level stewardship scheme.

Quality Beef: Herefords finished off grassland produce an excellent ‘marbled’ beef that is in
great demand both within the UK and for export due to its distinctive flavour and renowned eat-
ing quality. It commands a premium at retail level when sold through the branded beef
schemes and delivers increased returns to producers. Waitrose commenced with a Hereford
Beef Scheme in the late 1990’s and sales have increased significantly year on year.

Breedplan International Beef Recording Scheme: Breeding traits, principally calving ease,
growth and carcase quality are recorded within Breedplan, a universally recognised livestock
performance programme. Performance data for pedigree cattle can be viewed on the Society’s
website www.herefordcattle.org.
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Competitions

A number of competitions are held annually, organised by the Society for the Hereford Bull of
the Year, Female of the Year, Sire of the Year and Show Herd of the Year.

In 2012 the Hereford Cattle Society will be holding its biennial National Herd of the Year com-
petition takes place following the selection of eight Semi Finalists, chosen to represent their
Regional Associations.

Annually, at the time of the Three Counties Show, a National Stock Judging competition is
held consisting of teams representing the Hereford Area Associations and Clubs.

Qverseas Events

World Hereford Conference in
Canada 2012

The first World Conference was held in the
United Kingdom in 1956 and has since been
hosted by Argentina, Canada, New Zealand,
Uruguay, Spain, U.S.A., South Africa and the
Republic of Ireland.

These events are attended by Hereford Cattle
Breeders from across the world, with the
hosts organising many events and tours,
together with technical and practical

European Hereford Conference in Switzerland 2014

An informal gathering of Hereford Cattle Breeders from across Europe is held every four
years and is hosted by a different country on each occasion. Gatherings have been held in
the United Kingdom, Republic of Ireland, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Norway, Estonia,
Holland, Hungary, and Germany, with the next being hosted in 2012 by the Switzerland.




“30 years ago when | came to this farm there were 18 staff but

today with a larger acreage there are only four of us. So switching to
Hereford bulls has reduced our workload dramatically by giving us not
only quieter beef cattle, that are a pleasure to work with, but

minimal calving problems”, says Graeme Sinclair.

“By putting our continental crossbred
cows to the right type of Hereford we are
getting higher value animals that finish
fast off grass to give a more rapid and
profitable turnover. “Instead of feeding

two tonne of homegrown organic barley
worth £200 a tonne to finish continental
sired beef cattle we are finishing

i Herefords on half a tonne thus saving
John Baker-Cresswell £300 2 head!”




Hereford Beef Schemes

There are a number of Hereford Beef Schemes available to both commercial
and pedigree breeders.

The main Hereford Beef Scheme in
England is administered by Dovecote
Park, the dedicated meat processors
to Waitrose.

Dovecote Park currently offer a

premium for carcases between 260 -
400kg and within given a specification.

For details of the Dovecote Park
Scheme please contact:

Livestock Department:
01977 623331

Morrisons Traditional Beef Scheme

Woodhead Brothers, dedicated suppliers to Morrisons are currently offering a premium
price for carcases between 260 - 380kg and within given a specification.

For details of the Woodhead Brothers Scheme please contact:

The Livestock Department: Tel: 01282 865704

In Northern Ireland three Hereford Beef Schemes are in existence, Omagh Meats, part of the
Foyle Food Group, Linden Foods & WD Meats.

Anyone interested requiring more information, should contact David Smyth, Secretary,
Northern Ireland Area Association Tel: 02892 639322.

Hereford Beef is in strong demand by wholesalers and retailers around the country, for some
of the outlets available visit our website.
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The Hairy Bikers get their hands on the Grand Male Championship trophy, whilst visit-
ing R.A. Bradstock & Partners at Free Town, during the making of an episode of ‘Hairy
Bikers Food Tour of Britain’

Looking back at their visit to Herefordshire the popular chefs made the following comments:

“On our travels around Britain we discovered that we are a Nation obsessed with beef and
cheese. People are passionate about them. We visited at least six different beef producers
and while they were all excellent, the beef from Hereford cattle did stand out as one of the
best. The taste is just amazing — so different from supermarket beef”.

“We produced Roast Hereford beef with homemade creamed horseradish and of all the mo-
bile kitchen dishes we made, this was the one people went most bonkers about. They loved it
and rightly so — perfect beef, tasty horseradish and caramelised onions. The people of
Herefordshire couldn’t get enough!”,

- ‘The Hairy Bikers’.




BREEDPLAN ~ International Beef Recording Scheme

The Hereford Cattle Society is pleased to be working with Breedplan
International, providing 24 hour Internet access to all pedigree and
performance data relating to UK registered Hereford cattle.

Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) are produced for performance traits, including; calving,
growth and fertility. An animal’s EBVs for each trait are displayed on a graph (see below). The
vertical mid point on the graph is the breed average for each recorded trait. Coloured bars that
appear on the right of the mid point are advantageous, whilst those on the left should be treated
with caution.

Dorepoll 1 Headliner 10H (P) Al has a good 600 day weight with a score of +55 kg against a
breed average of +47 kg (see table below).

2006 Winter Hereford BREEDPLAN EBVs

Calv.

Ease Scrotal

Direct . Size
(%) (cm)

55% | 39%  29% _ 20%

Breed Avg. EBVs for 2004 Born Calves(Click for Percentiles)

EBV | 00 | +01 | +1.6 | +22 | +39 [ECYMM +3 | +04 | 0.0 |

Breeders should select a bull according to the traits that are most important for their breeding
programme.

For example if you want replacement heifers then Calving Ease Dtrs and Milk are important,
whereas if you are producing suckled calves then Calving Ease Direct, Birth Weight and 400
Day Weight will be important and so on....

* Up to £500 back if Hereford bull meets carcase qu  ality initiative criteria.
The Hereford Cattle Society is offering a cash incentive of up to £500 to the purchasers of
bulls which show superior carcase traits on the Breedplan recording system.

The aim is to encourage the purchase, and the breeding, of more bulls with superior
conformation and follows incentives from slaughterers handing Hereford bred cattle under
certified Hereford beef schemes based on substantial bonuses for carcases with good
classification. Under the Society Scheme beef or dairy farmers purchasing an eligible bull can
claim £5 per calf on his progeny, to a maximum of 100 calves. Qualifying bulls can be
purchased at official Society Sales or directly from breeders.




Premier Pedigree Hereford Cattle Sales 2012

Borderway Mart, Carlisle: Harrison & Hetherington, Tel: 01228 640924
Friday 24th February & Friday 26th October

Dungannon Farmers Mart, Northern Ireland, Tel: 028 87722727
Friday 20" January, Tuesday 17 ™ April
& Monday 22 " October
Hereford Mart, Hereford: Brightwells Auctioneers, Tel: 01568 611166
Saturday 21 * April & Saturday 6 " October

Other sales are held across the UK by private individuals.
Please contact the Society for details of ALL forthcoming Society sales.

A Private Sales Register of Hereford Cattle is maintained by the Society and can be obtained
upon request or visit:

Store Cattle Sired by a Reqgistered Hereford Bull

Spring and Autumn Sales: Hereford Livestock Market
or details contact: Brightwells Auctioneers Tel: +44(0)1568 611166.

Meadow Quality Ltd

For assistance with
marketing your
Hereford cattle at all
stages of production,
advice on nutrition and
help with reducing
transport costs.

Contact: Jayne Field
01789 734117




Hereford Area Associations around the UK

There are eight Hereford Area Associations located throughout the UK, these Associations are directly
affiliated to the parent Society and are always pleased to welcome new members.

Members can take advantage of local contacts & advice and also attend regional events, such as herd
visits and judging competitions. Please see below contact details of your nearest Area
Association. These Associations & Clubs play an important role in linking Members with the Society.

Hereford Breeders Associations and Clubs
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Hon. Secretary: Miss L. Roderick, The Bank Farm, Scurlage Castle, Scurlage, Gower, Swansea, SA3 1BA

Email: tombankfarm@aol.com

Hereford Cattle Bre@ders' ASSOCIATION  ...c.iiiiiieiieiieiiteiite it ee e eteeeteeeteeteeseesteesbessaesesessseasseasseasssseansasssestsestaesbeesaesseanees
Hon. Secretary: Mrs. A. Allman, Amberley Court, Sutton St Nicholas, Herefordshire, HR1 3BX
Email: p.j.allman@btinternet.com
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Hon. Secretary: Mrs. H.M. Timmis, Moor Farm, Baschurch, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 2BA.

Email: shraden2000@yaho0o.co.uk

Midlands and East ANGIa H.B.A .ottt ettt e b e s te e ae et e e e et e te st e ebeeaeesaensentesaeebeeteaaeereeneentennenrenreanens
Hon. Secretary: Mr. A. Pittam, 38 Ashby Road, Braunston, Daventry, Northants, NN11 7HE.

Email: ale.pittjoyal@btopenworld.com
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Hon. Secretary: Mrs. J Cooper, 24 Jubilee Road, Walmer Bridge, Preston, Lancashire, PR4 5QY

Email: Jackie@jcrecycling.co.uk

NOMNEIN IFEIANG H.B.A oottt ettt e et e e ae e e bt e teeabeeateeaseebeeebeesbeesseenseeneeenseassaateentaesseetsesbaesbaesreenneannas
Hon. Secretary: Mr. D. Smyth. 65 Creeveytennant Road, Ballynahinch, Co. Down, Northern Ireland, BT24 8UJ

Email: m5wds@hotmail.com

NOMNEIN IFEIANG H.B.A . ettt ettt et e e ae e ete e teeabeeateeaseebeesbeeebeesseenseeneeeaseassaateenteesteetsesbaesbaesteenneannas
Hon. Secretary: Mrs. N Jones, Bryn Awel, Tynlon, Holyhead, Anglesey, LL65 3LX

Email: hogiabrynawel@btinternet.com

Powys Hereford Bre@ders' CIUD ...ttt ettt ettt et e e et se e eteeaees e e e emeeeeeeeeeaeeneareeneeneeaneaneaneaneas
Hon. Secretary: Mr G. Pritchard. Woodlands, Tramway, Hirwaun, Aberdare, CF44 9NU
Email: iris@irispritchard9.orangehome.co.uk
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Hon. Secretary: Mr. R.B. Wilson, Cowbog, Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5 8EH..
Email: cowbog@aol.com

SOULh Of ENGIANA H.B.A oottt ettt ettt et a2t e e e besaeeaeebeeRsesse s e s e aeea e et e ensess e s et e saeenaebeenaense s ensenneanenrs
Hon. Secretary: Mrs. C. Hewlett, Dawes Farm, Bognor Road, Warnham, W. Sussex, RH12 3SH.
Email: ruckmans@btconnect.com
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Hon. Secretary: Mr L. Gould, Lower Breach Farm, West Orchard, Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 OLL

Email: gould121@btinternet.com
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Hon. Secretary: Mr. D. Fenton, Honour Farm, St Michaels , Tenterden, Kent, TN30 6TJ

Email: davidfenton@honournaturalfoods.co.uk
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Publications 2012

Breed Membership Application Pack: = The Society fees
for membership, calf registrations and transfers are
amongst the lowest of any beef breed in the country.
Membership also includes an Annual Breed Journal and
regular Newsletters.

There is also a Membership for Young Breeders with
special concessions.

Promote the Breed or your own herd, this leaflet contains
a wide range of merchandise , including; many clothing
items, tankards, stationery and pictures.

Bespoke embroidery & lettering can be arranged through
our suppliers to suit members requirements.

Hereford Flyer for perspective members
and Management Guide for new members.

Semen available through the Hereford Cattle Soci-
ety for use in the UK or Overseas.

Brochures contain bull EBV'’s, photographs, ancestry
information and contact details.
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The Hereford Cattle Society’s flagship
publication.

The Annual Breed Journal contains members
adverts, general articles, show reports and an
extensive overseas section.

If members would like to advertise their

business please contact Hereford House for
details.

Pedigree & Performance Database

The Hereford Cattle Society is pleased to
be working with Breedplan International
providing 24 hour Internet access to all
pedigree, performance data relating to
UK registered Hereford cattle.

This Beef Booklet contains a list of Hereford Beef
suppliers from across the UK, including; Boxed
Beef, Farm Shops, Mail Order & Farmers Markets.

Find out what makes Hereford Beef special and
enjoy trying ‘My favourite recipes’ sent in by our
members.

If you would like your Hereford Beef business
included, (free of charge) in the booklet and to

appear on our website contact: The Hereford Cat-
tle Society.
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lan McCubbine

“The Herefords’ good temperament is
important. Because my parents and un-
cle work on the farm, we must have a
temperament you can depend on, and

while we may like the look of the Lim-
ousin, we haven't all got six-foot fences

and armour plating!” lan says.
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Hereford House
3 Offa St, Hereford, Herefordshire
HR1 2LL, England, UK

t: +44(0)1432 272057
f: +44(0)1432 377529
e: postroom@herefordcattle.org
w: www.herefordcattle.org




